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YRSEA News

President’s Message....

Autumn Greetings,

This is my favorite time of year! Autumn has cooler temperatures,
shorter days and changing colors of leaves from green to vibrant
reds, oranges and yellow before they fall. My husband and I had the
pleasure of experiencing this last year when we went “leaf peeping”
in New England.

[t was so good to see 68 YRSEA members at the El Paso Retired
Teachers Association’s 80th anniversary! EPRTA invited all three
local chapters to join the celebration. We learned about Laura
Warren, the founder, who created a voice for retired educators in El
Paso. The keynote speaker was Mr. Tim Lee, the Executive Director
of the Texas Retired Teachers Association (TRTA). Tim shared that
TRTA’s main goals are to protect your TRS retirement, keep you
informed, and secure your earnings. Tim also shared that TRTA is
working with the Social Security Administration to iron out some
discrepancies with the pay-out of the WEP and GPO repeal.

YRSEA will have its fall field trip on Thursday, October 23, 2025.
We'll begin at the Mexican American Cultural Center (MACC) at 10
AM, then we'll visit the new El Paso Main Library and conclude at the
La Nube STEAM Discovery Center. There’s parking available at the
Mills Plaza Parking Garage, 401 N. Oregon St. They charge $15 and
you can pay with either cash or card. Take the westside elevator to
the ground floor level, exit right onto El Paso Street. The MACC, EP
Library, and La Nube are close by. We highly recommend carpooling.

I'm looking forward to seeing each of you at the TRTA District 19
Fall Conference, October 14, at the Wyndham. Registration begins at
9 AM. The conference will have a fiesta theme including mariachis
and folklorico dancers. Your reservation or cancellation for the
October meeting must be made to Steve Evans by Tuesday,

October 7, at noon.

Blessings to you all,

Cathy Czapla
President
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October 14, 2025
Wyndham El Paso
Airport
TRTA District 19

Fall Festival
Registration 9:00
Program/Meeting 9:30
Lunch after meeting

Program: District Meeting,
Fun Activities, Presentations

Reservations Required
$25 (tip included)
Cash or Check only

Luncheon Menu
Caesar Salad
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Zucchini/Yellow Squash
Scalloped Potatoes
Lemon Layer Cake

Contact us: ysletarsea@gmail.com
Find us: https://www.ysletaretired.org

Don’t Forget...

Reservations and
cancellations required by
October 7th at noon.
Contact Steve Evans at
steveevans0208@gmail.com
or call 915-422-0561 (please
leave a message).
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Board Meeting
October 28, 2025

Meeting Details:
St Luke UMC (9915 Montwood)
Time: 9:30 AM

Refreshments
Davie Olivas
Gloria Olivas

Future Meetings
October 14, 2025
District 19 Meeting (9:00)
Wyndham El Paso Airport
November 11, 2025
Wyndham El Paso Airport
December 9, 2025
YISD Atrium
9600 Sims
January 13, 2026
YISD Atrium
9600 Sims
February 10, 2026
YISD Atrium
9600 Sims
March 10, 2026
Wyndham El Paso Airport
April 14, 2026
YISD Atrium
9600 Sims
May 12, 2026
Wyndham El Paso Airport

Updates will be provided
by email and in the
newsletter

Scholarship Winner

We are pleased to announce Hennessey Zuniga
as the Allen & Patsy Reaves Scholarship
recipient for the 2025-2026 school year.
Hennessey graduated from Socorro High
School and is an Instructional Aide at Rojas Elementary
School. Her major is in Education, and she is minoring in
Primary Bilingual Instruction. Hennessey has volunteered
with schools in several different areas to strengthen her
ties with students, parents and the community. She feels it
has helps “create a stronger bond with students....to see
their different interests”.

She believes in showing students a variety of ways to solve
problems. Hennessey wants her students to reach the
highest level of mastery by using a multi-sensory approach,
prioritizing different learning styles. Her goal is for
students to be independent and self-driven learners.

Hennessey will use her scholarship to help pay for the
many tests she will need to graduate.
Paula Wulff

Community Service Project

At our November Luncheon,
we will collect items for the
Ambrosio Guillen Veteran’s
Home. More information
regarding items needed will
be in our next newsletter!

YRSEA Field Trips

Our first field trip will be Thursday, October 23. We will meet at
the Mexican American Cultural Center at 10:00 a.m. and make
our way to La Nube. Please see the approximate times below
along with directions to the sites and parking information.

We recommend carpooling.

10:00 am - 10:30 am - Mexican-American Cultural Center
10:40 am - 11:15 am - New Downtown Library

11:30 am - 12:15 pm - La Nube STEAM Discovery Center -
no charge for the tour, but donations are appreciated

Directions: Drive 1-10 West; Use the right 2 lanes to take exit
19B toward Downtown Convention Ctr; Merge onto E Missouri
Ave; Turn left onto N Oregon St; The library is on the corner of
Oregon St. and Franklin Ave.

Parking - Mills Plaza Parking Garage - 401 N. Oregon St -
CHASE sign is on building - $15 fee/cash or card. We parked on
the 8t floor as the lower floors are reserved for bank/company
employees and customers; Take the westside elevator to the
ground floor level; Exit right onto El Paso Street. The MACC, EP
Library, and La Nube are very close by.

Please call Laura Ramirez at (915) 497-5851 to RSVP.
Laura Ramirez
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Health and Safety

Stay safe and enjoy the beautiful fall season. Here are some tips to help.

Keep moving and stay active

Get regular eye and hearing checkups

Wear proper non-slip footwear; avoid heels

Light up your living space including outside paths
Organize living space so furniture is not in the way
Keep electrical cords out of your walking path
Remove tripping hazards such as loose rugs

Get plenty of sleep

Install night lights, glow in the dark or illuminated switches

Have an accessible way to call for help—keep your phone in your pocket

Keep contact numbers of key people handy

e Keep frequently used items and small appliances within easy reach in the kitchen

Rubina Ortega

YRSEA Committee Spotlight

Each month we will spotlight YRSEA committees, their chairperson and what they do. This month
the spotlight is on the Courtesy and Retirement Education committees.

Courtesy Committee chair is Ramona Cook. When we know a member that is ill (Get Well), has lost
a loved one (Sympathy), or needs some support (Thinking of You) any member can contact Ramona
(915-594-1029). Once contacted, Ramona will send an appropriate card. However, she cannot reach
out if she is unaware of the need. So, call Ramona Cook if you know a member that would benefit
from a few kind words from their YRSEA family.

Retirement Education Committee chair is Pat Hoemberg. Pat coordinates with other El Paso
organizations to promote the YRSEA name and ideals to current and soon-to-be retirees in the
education system. She helps recruit members through community organized gatherings, word of
mouth, and networking.

Jane Almeida
Free Lunch Winner: Buy a raffle ticket to Cards Sent
support the Children’s Book Project and to get Ramona Cook, 915-594-1029
achance towin a free luncheon ticket! Sympathy

Keep Saving! Remember to bring in the Monica Gutierrez (death of husband)

tabs fror.rkl) sodas, l;nerlgg 1\c/llri];lks, :ilg(li_l soup cans Thinking of You
to contribute to Rona cDonald House. Ruby Foerster
Book Exchange: Come find a book to

h h k exch 1 h
purchase at the book exchange table (at the Get Well
luncheon). All money collected goes to the Kie D
Children's Book Project. Costs are $.50 for Jackie Dean

paperbacks and $1.00 for hardback books or Nancy Evans
bring a book to exchange.
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Reminder: The October luncheon meeting will be Tues, Oct. 14, 2025, 10:30 AM at the

Wyndham El Paso Airport. For reservation, email Steve at steveevans0208@gmail.com or I

call 915-422-0561 (no texting) by noon on October 7.
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Officers
President .....ooooveeevieeeeeiennen.

15 Vice President ...................

2" Vice President

Treasurer ..cooveeveveeeeveeveneeeenen.
. Rosie Rocha

Secretary .....eoeeeevevennnenennene
Immediate Past President

Committees
Children’s Books David/Gloria Olivas
Community Volunteers Mary Chacon
Jeanie Ford
Courtesy ......cccveereereeverenen.. Ramona Cook

Cathy Czapla
Jackie Dean
Laura Ramirez
Nancy Evans

Steve Evans

Committees (Cont.)

Communication Jane Almeida
Foundation Armida Olivas
Hall of Fame Martha Tipton
Health and Safety Rubina Ortega
Hospitality/Parliamentarian...Erma Nelson
Legislative Paul Haupt
Memorium Lydia Almeida
Publications Linda Reece
Retirement Education Pat Hoemberg
Scholarship Paula Wulff
Social Media Terrie Briones
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