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YRSEA News 
  
President’s Message…. 
Wow, we had a fantastic turn out for our District 19 Fall Fiesta! It was 

great to see members from EPRTA, EPLVRTA and YRSEA with a total 

attendance of 110 members! Special guests included Shunne Powell from 

TRS, Ella Gauthier President of TRTA, Jon Green and Lemuel Harrison 

from AMBA, a representative for Mary Gonzalez, Claudia Ordaz, 

Vincent Perez from 89th Texas legislature and Daniel Flores representing 

Veronica Escobar’s office. These individuals work diligently for us. 

We had fun at our fall field trip to the Mexican American Cultural Center, 

the new El Paso Library and La Nube. Laura Ramirez, thank you for 

organizing this delightful outing. 

Voting Day is November 4th and there are 17 amendments on the ballot 

(see Paul Haupt’s info). Early voting is from October 20 to October 31. 

You are invited to attend a pre-retirement seminar hosted by District 19 

Texas Retired Teachers Association. It will be Saturday, November 15, 

from 9-12 at the YISD Board Room, 9600 Sims. The presentation will   

be by the Texas Retirement System of Texas (TRS) 

Our Thanksgiving meeting will be on Veteran’s Day, November 11,       

at the Wyndham El Paso Airport. We’ll be honoring our veterans this  

month and Ms. Karina Echavarri, Mexican-American Studies from 

Franklin High School will give a presentation about The Men of 

Company E. Arrive early so you can write a note of appreciation to our 

veterans (cards will be provided). 

For the YRSEA November Community Outreach, we would like our 

members to bring items for donation to the Ambrosio Guillen State 

Veterans Home. Useful items needed include: white t-shirts (medium to 

extra-large), deodorant, shampoo/conditioner, body soap, hand or body 

cream, toothpaste and toothbrushes. 

November is also TRTF month of giving. Our TRTF chair, Armida 

Olivas, will be asking for donations to this worthwhile cause. Please  

make checks payable to TRTF and cash will also be collected in the  

“chip in bags.” All donations will be sent to Austin. 

Lastly, your reservation and cancellation for the November meeting  

needs to be made to Steve Evans by Tuesday, November 4. Steve’s  

phone number is (915) 592-7135. Looking forward to seeing you on      

November 11! 

   Cathy Czapla, President 
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      November 11, 2025 
 Wyndham El Paso   
                       Airport 

 

Registration              10:30 
Program/Meeting   11:00 
Lunch         12:00 

 

 Program:  
    The Men of Company E 
 Presenter: Karina Echavarri, 
    Mexican American Studies,  
               Franklin HS 

Reservations Required 

  $26 (tip included)  

Cash or Check only 

Luncheon Menu 
Waldorf Salad 

Roast Turkey with Stuffing 
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy 

Sauteed Green Beans 
Dinner Rolls 

Cranberry Sauce 
Pumpkin or Pecan Pie 

 

Don’t Forget… 
Reservations and 
cancellations required 
by November 4th.  
Contact Steve Evans at 
steveevans0208@gmail.com  
or call 915-422-0561 
(please leave a message) 
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    YRSEA Committee Spotlight 

This month the spotlight is on the Communication and Publication Committees. 

Communication and Publication Committees – The chairs for these committees are Jane 
Almeida (Communication) and Linda Reece (Publication). These ladies work hand in hand to bring 
you the monthly newsletter and our YRSEA Biannual Directory. There is a newsletter committee 
that assists in putting the newsletter together, folding, labeling and mailing to members that do not 
have technology available. This committee also ensures that the newsletter is emailed out each 
month to those with technology. We would like to form a directory committee this year. This 
committee will assist with the editing and dissemination of our 2026-2027 directory. If you would 
like to join the directory or newsletter committee, please contact Jane Almeida 915-539-6236 or 
email janealeida1955@gmail.com   

Jane Almeida 

 

 

 

 

       Future Meetings 

December 9, 2025 
        YISD Atrium 
        9600 Sims 

   January 13, 2026 
            YISD Atrium 
          9600 Sims 
February 10, 2026 

           YISD Atrium 
          9600 Sims 
March 10, 2026 

Wyndham El Paso Airport 
April 14, 2026 

          YISD Atrium 
          9600 Sims 
May 12, 2026 

Wyndham El Paso Airport 
 

Updates will be provided 
by email and newsletter 

 
 
 

 

Board Meeting 
Nov. 25, 2025 

    Meeting Details: 
 St Luke UMC  (9915 Montwood) 
 Time: 9:30 AM 

Refreshments 
    Erma Nelson 
    Cathy Czapla 
    Nancy Evans 

 
 
              

 
         

 
 

Skin Cancer is Trickier Than You Think 

Dermatologists have done a pretty good job educating the public 
about malignant melanoma. One of the deadliest forms of skin 
cancer, melanomas, often begin as a brown or black mole that 
becomes larger or irregular. When you google “warning signs of 
skin cancer” you typically will get the ABCDE’s of melanoma. 

(A) Asymmetry- two halves that do not match 
(B) Border- Irregular, scalloped or poorly defines edges 
(C) Color- Multiple colors or shades 
(D) Diameter- The size of a pencil erases (can start smaller) 
(E) Evolving- Change in size, shape or color or presentation 

(itching, bleeding, crusty or raised) 

While these signs are important, the two most common types of 
skin cancer - basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma- 
typically present in other ways, such as: 

• A reddish irritated area or open sore that persists 
• A pearly bump or nodule 
• A small pink or irritated growth 
• A scar-like area 
• A wart-like growth 

The precancers that dermatologists find daily, called actinic 
keratoses, start out as pink or red and scaley. They are typically 
where we have had the most sun exposure.  

Though skin cancer occurs most often in people with fair 
complexions, it can strike people with dark skin color too. Skin 
cancer is too often diagnosed at a later stage in patients of color. 
The best take away is this - if you have something on your skin 
that is looking or behaving in a way   
that is different, it should probably  
be evaluated by a doctor.  

     Rubina Ortega 
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                                                           Greetings! Oh, how I wish every retired teacher in Texas could           
                                                                  have been in attendance at the 80th Birthday celebration for the 

                                                               El Paso Retired Teachers Association. TRTA Executive Director, 
                                                               Tim Lee, was the keynote speaker and, as always, he got the  
                                                               crowd fired up about the importance of membership in TRTA  
                                                               and in our local chapter. I left the luncheon trying to think of  
ways to get more of our retired teachers to join us. If you’ve got any ideas to share, please let me 
know! I’d love to hear from you. 

On that note, I’d like to personally thank all of you who have recently joined or renewed your 
membership in TRTA and in YRSEA. If you need additional information about how to join or how 
to renew, call me or text me at 915-203-6928 and I’ll get the information to you. Our membership 
currently stands at 627 – I’d love to get to 700 members this year! 

   Jackie Dean, 1st Vice President   

 

     
 

           

 

 
 

Jackie Dean, 1st Vice President 

TRTA Foundation 

Just a reminder that November is Texas Retired Teachers 
Foundation (TRTF) month. We will be asking for donations 
at our November Luncheon. Your donation can change lives 
by providing resources for TRS annuitants, as well as active 
and beginning teachers.  

Armida Olivas 
 

Cards Sent 
Ramona Cook, 915-594-1029 

Sympathy 
Cynthia Wilke (death of mother) 
Pat Hoemberg (death in family) 
 
Thinking of You 
 Sandra Love 
 

 Get Well     
 Bea Sada 

 
 

 

 

 

 

November Community Outreach 

We will be collecting items for the Ambrosio Guillen State Veterans Home  

at our November meeting. Useful items include boxes of Kleenex, body soap, 
shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, hand or body lotion, toothbrushes, and  
toothpaste. Also needed are white T-shirts sized medium to extra-large. 

 

 

 

 

  Contact us:  ysletarsea@gmail.com 

  Find us: https://www.ysletaretired.org 

  Visit us:  YRSEA Facebook Page          
 

         

   Book Exchange 
Our book exchange table will 
be available at our November 
meeting! All proceeds go to 
the Children's Book Project. 
Costs are $.50 for paperbacks 
and $l.00 for hardback books. 

 

mailto:ysletarsea@gmail.com
https://www.ysletaretired.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091466198904
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Ysleta Retired School 
Employees Assoc. 
11237 War Feather Drive 
El Paso, Texas 79936-1230 

 
Return Services Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers 

President ……………………………  Cathy Czapla 

1st Vice President ……………….  Jackie Dean 

2nd Vice President ………………  Laura Ramirez 

Treasurer ……………………………  Nancy Evans 

Secretary ……………………………  Rosie Rocha 

Immediate Past President ……  Steve Evans 

 

Committees 

Children’s Books ……………. David/Gloria Olivas 

Community Volunteers …… Mary Chacon 

                                              Jeanie Ford 

Courtesy ………………………….  Ramona Cook 

 

Committees (Cont.) 

Communication …………….…. Jane Almeida 

Foundation …………………….… Armida Olivas 

Hall of Fame ………………….… Martha Tipton 

Health and Safety ….……..….. Rubina Ortega 

Hospitality/Parliamentarian...Erma Nelson 

Legislative ………………………… Paul Haupt 

Memorium ………………………… Lydia Almeida 

Publications ………………………. Linda Reece 

Retirement Education ……….. Pat Hoemberg 

Scholarship ……………………….. Paula Wulff 

Social Media ………………………Terrie Briones 

 

        

Reminder: The November luncheon meeting will be Nov. 11, 2025, 10:30 AM at the 
Wyndham El Paso Airport. For reservation, email Steve Evans at steveevans0208@gmail.com  
or call 915-422-0561 (no texting) by noon on November 4.  
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